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BIOE 550: NEUROETHICS

Fall, 2004

Paul Root Wolpe, Ph.D.

Center for Bioethics, Suite 321 Classroom

University of Pennsylvania

215 573-9382, wolpep@mail.med.upenn.edu

Purpose of the Course:  The 1990s were the decade of the brain, but that may have been ten years premature.  New brain technologies are changing the way we understand and can manipulate the brain, with a host of ethical, social, and policy implications.  In this course, we shall discuss and explore these issues together, drawing from readings, news reports, and contributions from the students.

The syllabus of this course is tentative, and incomplete; readings will change as the class develops, as students express preferences, or as current events demand.  

Resources:


1) A bulk pack of readings, which will be available on Blackboard  

2) efiles: Important articles and resources will be mailed during the semester.

Responsibilities:  Class preparation is crucial to the success of this class, and lack of preparation will be taken into account in grading.  The course requires that you do all the assigned readings in preparation for each class, participate in class discussion, present arguments in front of a group, and be intellectually venturesome. 

Requirements:  The requirements for the course will be presence in and participate in class discussion, contribution to a class presentation, and a term paper.  We will discuss the nature of the paper further in class.

Note: A Glossary of neuroscience terms appears at the end of the Bulk Pack.

DATE

READINGS

	Sept. 8


	Introduction

Clarke et al., “Biomedicalization”

Zimmer, “A Distant Mirror for the Brain”

Wolpe, “Neuroethics”

Farah, “Emerging Ethical Issues in Neuroscience”

	Sept. 15
	NO CLASS

	Sept. 22


	Selfhood

Elliott “The Perfect Voice” & “The True Self”

Charon, “The Nature of the Self”

Moussa & Shannon, “The Search for the New Pineal Gland”

Mahowald, “Understanding Consciousness”

	Sept. 29
	BrainReading

Alfano & Brunetti, “Advances in Brain Imaging”

Canli & Amin, “Neuroimaging of Emotion and Personality”

Hinton, “Ethics of Neuroimaging in Pediatric Development”

Dumit, “A Digital Image in the Category of the Person”

	Oct. 6


	Deception 

Guest Lecturers, Ken Foster and Michael Kimberly

Four newspaper articles (USA Today, Nature, CNN, CBS News)

Langleben et al., “Brain Activity During Simulated Deception”

NRC:  The Polygraph and Lie Detection (2003)
Chapter 7: (pp 178-211) "Uses of Polygraph Tests”
http://books.nap.edu/openbook/0309084369/html/index.html

	Oct. 13
	Enhancement

Wolpe, “Treatment, Enhancement, and the Ethics of Neurotherapeutics”

Caplan, “No Brainer”

Konner, “One Pill Makes you Larger”

NSF/DOC, “Converging Technologies”

	Oct. 20
	Psychopharmacy

Kramer, “Makeover”

Groopman, “Eyes Wide Open”

Diller, “The Run on Ritalin”

Brown, “The Medication Merry-Go-Round”

Koerner, “Disorders Made to Order”

	Oct. 27


	NO CLASS-ASBH

	Nov. 3
	Neuro-judgment

Reeves et al., “Limitations of Brain Imaging in Forensic Psychiatry”

Gray & Thompson, “Neurobiology of Intelligence”

Dolan, “On the Neurology of Morals”

Abbott, “Into the Mind of a Killer”

Two News articles (Washington Times & Boston Globe)

Greene, “An fMRI Investigation of Emotional Engagment…”



	Nov.10
	Cyborgs

Warwick, “Cyborg 1.0”

Zimmer, “Mind Over Machine”

Boutilier, “Mind Control”

The Economist, “Spare Parts for the Brain”

News article (New Scientist)

	Nov. 17
	Policy

Shapiro, “Reflections on the Interface of Bioethics, Public Policy, and Science”

Powers, “Race for Perfection”

CCLE, “Civil Liberties for the Mind”

Stock, Gregory, “The Battle for the Future”

Gray, Chris Hables, “Posthuman Possbilities”



	Nov. 24
	NO CLASS-THANKSGIVING

	Dec. 1
	CLASS PRESENTATIONS

	Dec. 8
	CLASS PRESENTATIONS


